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Minutes:  For the meeting held on Friday, 24th June 2022 – RFBAQ office, Araluen 

 

Attendance:  

Ian Pike (President)   Justin Choveaux (JC)   Ian Swadling (IS) 

Gary Patzwald (GP)   Nellie Baron (NB) – Dialled In  Ashleigh Rowcliffe (AR)  

Dave Morton (DM)  

   

Secretariat: Jessica Stark (JS)    

Apologies: N/A 

 

1. OPENING OF MEETING 

      Welcome & Opening of Meeting 

9.30 AM President declared meeting open. 

1.1. Leave of Absence 

a. Nil  

1.2. Proxies 

a. Nil  

2. ADMINISTRATION 

2.1. Minutes and Business Arising 

a. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Motion: The minutes of the previous meeting dated Thursday, 26th June 2022 are adopted as a true and 
correct record of proceedings. 

Moved: GP       Seconded: DM 
Carried: 24/06/2022 

b. Business Arising from the Minutes 

a. JC – Business rules that were changed - go back to Commissioner and say it’s not working, and 
we want the working strategic groups back again. They have done nothing. Bolger sent out more 
changes and we wrote back saying we are not doing it until the working groups come back. IS – 
so basically, they are going to do what they were doing regardless. It creates more work for 
volunteers. Personally, I don’t think we should cooperate with anything they want until they 
start paying attention to some of the things we want. DM – do we continually highlight this with 
the Commissioner and refuse until they do something about it. JC – we are still getting wins like 
the crew protection sprays & improvements to fire stations etc. IP – nick was telling me some of 
that 10 million is going into area offices. JC – there is also 1 million left from last year, so all up 
there is 11.5 million up for grabs. 
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2.2. Correspondence  

a. Correspondence Register 

b. Acceptance of Correspondence 

Motion: That the May 2022 SEM Correspondence Report be accepted. 

Moved:  GP      Seconded: DM 

Carried: 24/06/2022  

c. Business Arising from Correspondence 

a. DM – page 6 - QFES BlueCard issue. JC – I got my new renewal and it worked well for me. 
BlueCard application you have to tick you intend to work with children in the next 12 months 
and brigade members are saying but they don’t intend to work with children. BlueCard wrote 
back and basically said its nothing to do with them. GP – you have to agree that BlueCard can 
distribute your information overseas. Its not a simple process, it took me 3 times to do it. IS – if 
you don’t tick the privacy box what happens? IP – it still goes through.  

b. IS – Draft question without notice, page 5? JC – Its in relation to the review. A Member of 
Parliament asked a question regarding the review. The IGem review is coming out in August. So, 
there will be announcement made in September or October. 

c. IS – Salvation army, page 7? JC – Salvation army in Redland shire received a donation off PPE. 
Kelso is sending someone to pick it up. 

d. IS – Link sticks? JC – Link sticks are being swapped out. Gloves will be tested. The brigades that 
lost their link sticks are getting them back, with a swap out process in place. So, the brigades are 
happy. 

e.  IS – Fur felt hat for RFBAQ Vice President? JC – Nellie wanted a hat. IS – how do I get one? JC – 
send me an email requesting one and I will send it on. 

3. GENERAL BUSINESS – REPORTS 

3.1. Presidents Report 

a. Report 

President provided an overview. 

Acceptance of President Report 

Motion: The President Report for the June 2022 SEM is accepted. 

Moved: IP      Seconded: GP 
Carried: 24/06/2022 

b. Business Arising from Presidents Report 

a. IS – anything come out of the Commissioners meeting? IP – basically what we were talking 
about before about getting the committees up and running again. IS – last email I got was in 
March. 

3.2. Operations Manager Report 

a. Statements 

AR tabled the Operations Manager Report for April 2022 and provided an overview. 

Acceptance of Operations Manager Report 
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Motion: Operations Manager Report and Financials for April 2022 is accepted.  

Moved: DM     Seconded: NB 
Carried: 24/06/2022  

b. Business Arising from Operations Manager Report 

a. IP – does the wage rise affect us. AR – it is a bit of a jump. It will increase the wages in the 
budget. Our super will go up as well with the threshold being removed.  

b. IP – how do you advertise for jobs? AR – Seek, our website, Facebook.  

c. IS – questioned how the list buying process works. AR – explained.  

3.3. General Manager Report 

Report 

JC Tabled the General Manager Report and provided an overview.  

a. Acceptance of General Manager Report 

Motion: The General Manager Report for the June 2022 SEM is accepted. 

Moved: GP     Seconded: IS 
Carried: 24/06/2022  

b. Business Arising from General Manager Report 

a.  JC – Farmfest was great and now Rural Fire has a bigger and better site which is locked in 
for next year as well. GP – It was our regional manager that didn’t want to pay for it, but 
Alan Gillespie jumped at the opportunity.  

b.  JC – Fusion Cruiser is running 1 and a half months behind. On Monday I should be given 
the definite date which is looking at being Friday 8th of July.  

c.  JC – Great Keppel Island trip was great. We went over there with the mayor and asked for 
some land, and he said yes. This could have happened years ago if the Fire Service 
wanted to do it. They will now be getting a fire shed built which will benefit the Island 
greatly. 

d.  IS – Bushfire heavy tankers? JC – TJ & Bolger stopped it last year. Brigades are finding 
out about town heavies and saying that’s not what we want. They say we want bushfire 
heavies. We need to have both at the 3 summits next year so brigades can see the 
difference. There will be a General Assembly that comes out and we will take it to the 
Commissioner and ask him to sign off on it and build it. You don’t need to put a tender out 
to build a bushfire heavy using the same platform as the town heavy. So, we are just 
waiting for the GA to come out. The Fire Service tried to stop us doing this, but we have 
made a work around it. This vehicle will also have ROPS on it. We can’t have brigades in 
the city getting trucks that were built for remote areas & vice versa. The Commissioner 
likes the idea of having the 2 trucks at the summits. 

4. GRANT APPLICATION 

4.1. Hardship Grant –  

a. DM – Hardship grant. Volunteer passed away from cancer. Was a member for 27 years. His 
daughter is asking for $3,500 to go towards the funeral. All Management Committee members 
happy to support 

4.2. GN22/637 – East Nanango Rural Fire Brigade - $7,057.60 – Kitchen Fit Out 
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a. JC explained previous grants they have had from us. Explained the grant they are applying for. 
Its all supported by area director and rep. DM – who is the lessor? JC – QFES. DM – I am in 
favour. NB – Happy. GP – Happy. IS – Happy. All Management Committee Members 
supportive. 

4.3. GN22/638 – Wallaville Rural Fire Brigade - $1,996 – x 2 Electric Chainsaws   

a. DM – Explained the Brigade and the grant they are applying for. IS – what’s in the bank? DM - 
$46,000. JC – They have a lot of building projects. IS – I only approve $1,000. DM – I don’t 
agree with that. IP – I don’t think $1,900 is very much to ask for. GP – if they have other 
projects on, I am happy to give them the full amount but if they are hoarding money I don’t. DM 
– they have a fairly large expense coming over the next few years. JC – we have lots of 
money. DM – they have done it tough, and they use to sell flowers to raise money. IS – I have 
done it tough as well. GP – they aren’t asking for a lot of money. IS – is their money allocated 
to anything. DM – they do have projects they are wanting to do but I think what they are asking 
for is reasonable. NB – Happy to give full amount. DM – happy to give full amount. GP – happy 
to give full amount. IP- Majority of vote to give full amount. Grant approved. 

4.4. Business Arising from Grant Applications 

a. NIL  

5. GENERAL BUSINESS 

5.1. JC – Fusion Cruiser 

a. JC – I will get a definite date on Monday, should be Friday 8th of July. The staff down there 
worked overtime on the weekend to have it ready for Farmfest. IS – can we have the same 
placards as the Landcruisers. JC – Yes, once we get it, we will be able to go over the vehicle 
and make them. GP – once I actually get the vehicle, I will be able to make the calls and 
organise some day events for brigades to see it. Cath had 2 committed dates with first officer 
training but we won’t have the vehicle by then.  

5.2. JC – Parliamentary Friends of Rurals Fire Brigades  

a. JC – The plan is on YRD in the morning, we have the fusion cruiser out the front then have an 
Management Committee Meeting on the same day around lunch time then in the evening hold 
a function at Parliament. GP – Where did Management Committee come from? JC – no where 
in the constitution does it say SEM. People don’t know what it is. When you say we are having 
a Management Committee Meeting they understand it. Back to YRD, we would then hold a 
function that night at Parliament. It will give brigade members the chance to speak with 
Members of Parliament as well. We have 3 sponsors, and we have a supplier paying for the 
food & the booze so it will cost us nothing. There is no QFES buy in to this event whatsoever. 
DM – so the commissioner won’t be there? JC – Yes, he will still be there. We learnt a lot as 
Stephen Bennett is also a sponsor of the Parliamentary Friends of Surf Life Saving. He 
suggested in giving away awards on the night. Our QFES contact is Joanne Greenfield, and 
she is great and will make things happens. IS – What time will it be? JC – 6.30pm-8.30pm. IS - 
is it sit down or stand up? JC – stand up so we can do lots of networking. We will have a few 
speakers at the start then it’s all about networking. All members happy with the plan. 

5.3. JC – General Meeting 

a. JC – in Townsville in October, we were trying to get across to Magnetic Island, but it wasn’t 
working. Now on the Sunday morning the Fire Service is putting on a big BBQ for all the 
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brigades to attend and do a meet and greet with us and the Fire Service is going to pay for it 
all.  

5.4. JC – Great Keppel Island RFB  

a. Already spoke about. 

5.5. JC – Terminal Illnesses 

a. JC – had a meeting with Workers Compensation and their plan was bad, they have now 
changed it. It will now be 5 years not 3 and will not be retrospective. We stopped a bad thing 
happening and a good thing will now happen. GP – is this only for injuries caused from 
firefighting though? IP – no, it’s any organisations. JC – as long as that person or organisation 
has a policy with Workers Compensation. JC – it means volunteers will have a higher level of 
cover than they did to start with. IS – I just want to say, Justin you have done a good job on all 
of that side of things with the presumptive legislation etc.  

5.6. JC – Cell-fi go’s 

a. JC – Our original plan was 38 Cell-fi go’s but in our negotiations with Telstra we are now 
getting 43 Cell-fi go’s that have better antennas on them. They will also be doing off site testing 
to make sure it all works, if it doesn’t there is an upgraded cell-fi go we can use instead. Since I 
sent that email out yesterday more has come in. Just waiting on Gladstone area to come in, 
Pat has said Craig is very busy at the moment. We are hoping to have this all by Monday. We 
will be putting one on our office building as we have terrible coverage. Telstra will also doing a 
joint media campaign on Cell-fi go’s and the great things the RFBAQ doing. We will be able to 
go back to the Thyne Reid Foundation and say look what we have done with your money and 
can we have more. 

5.7. JC – Innovation Platform 

a. JC – Brigade didn’t want the lithium battery and solar panels on that vehicle so it will be 
coming back to us. If you can think about any Brigades that have any projects happening that 
this could help let me know. 

b. IP – Capacity of the battery? IP - it will recharge the vehicle batteries on site. DM – so it will 
trickle charge the battery? JC – unsure of the size. It’s still at Quikcorp at the moment. IP – it 
would have a reduced function in a bigger truck. 

5.8. GP – Near misses & hazards 

a. GP – near misses and hazards? Where is it at? IP – have been working on it for years. They 
want people to report them. DM – will they be doing anything with it? IP – Yes, it goes to 
workplace health and safety. DM – QFES, with any information they have they just use it 
against you.  

6. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

6.1. Proposed date and time of next SEM meeting: 29th July 2022 

a. All happy with the 29th of July 2022 

Next SEM Meeting:  

Meeting closed at 11.48AM. 
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CORRESPONDENCE REPORT 
1ST MAY TO 31ST MAY 2022 
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Presidents Report 

 

This month has seen very little action, I attended the Australia Day awards for North Coast Region. 

 

Meetings: 

RFS Health and Safety  

Commissioner bi-monthly 

Great Keppel Island  ==  Station Discussion 
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OPERATIONS MANAGER REPORT 
MONTH ENDING APRIL 2022 
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Operations Manager Report – June Management Committee Meeting  

RFBAQ Office – Araluen 

- Had weekly meetings with Senior Supervisor. 

- Always trying to reduce costs where possible and bringing overhead down (ongoing). 

- Continuously submitting requests for additional Art Union tickets to the Office of Liquor and 

Gaming. 

- We have replaced the 2 reception computers and they should be installed by next week. There was 

a delay due to the staff member who was looking after the install getting covid. 

- Efex are looking at some of the other office computers due for replacement, this is an ongoing task 

that I am working on with Efex. 

- Telstra are looking into one of our services no longer being supported and coming back to me with 

what our options are. Once they have more information we can make a plan to change from our 

Tipt service (which is our phones). 

- Superannuation is changing, they are removing the $450 threshold and also increasing to 10.5%. 

- Finally the potholes in our driveway have been repaired, the weather held out long enough for the 

company to get the machinery in and fix them up. 

- I am still doing all our banking down the coast as ANZ is still yet to reopen in Gympie. 

- The AU88 Lucky Dip incentive/game has been very popular (as it usually is) the staff are all getting a 

laugh out of it. 

- Tash is doing ongoing training with Dave so she is up to date for his next lot of leave, Tash has also 

been going over training with Gerri in preparation for Gerri’s Long Service Leave at the end of the 

year. 

- We have lost a couple of Contact Centre staff but we usually roster down this time of year anyway 

so the timing has worked out well, we are now just focusing on list management to ensure we get 

the most value from our dial throughs. 

- We have put up a job ad on Seek for Contact Centre Agents, we will hope to have new staff starting 

by the end of July so they are ready to go for the start of Fire Season. 

- End of Financial Year is fast approaching so my main focus for the next month is having everything 

completed for that. 

- I have also started working on the budget. 

- The financials, credit cards and supplier payments are also attached. 
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Finance Reports 
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 VISA Cards 
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Supplier Payment History 
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GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
FOR JUNE 2022 SEM 

. 

 

  



 

  

  

31 

 

Meetings 

• 23/05/2022 – QFES and RFBAQ meeting – John Bolger (QFES) et al – Caloundra Fire Station, 
Caloundra. 

• 25/05/2022 – Night vision display – Ben Elliott (The Night Vision Shop) – RFBAQ office, Araluen. 

• 30/05/2022 – Bi-monthly Commissioner meeting – Greg Leach (QFES), Mike Wassing (QFES), Ian 
Pike (RFBAQ) – Kedron. 

• 07-09/06/2022 – FarmFest with local RFBAQ Rep Gary Patzwald– Toowoomba. 

• 13/06/2022 – Fusion Cruiser and Innovation Platform meeting – Chris Coren (QuikCorp) – Warana. 

• 15/06/2022 – Great Keppel Island RFB shed – Andy Ireland (Livingstone Shire Council), Brian 
Smith (RFSQ), Chris Spencer (RFSQ), Ian Pike (RFBAQ), Robert Lang (RFBAQ), et al – Great 
Keppel Island. 

• 21/06/2022 – Parliamentary Friends of Rural Fire Brigades – Stephen Bennett MP (Member for 
Burnett), Shane Knuth MP (Member for Hill), Rob Skelton MP (Member for Nicklin) – Parliament 
House, Brisbane.  
 

 

News and Media updates 

Wrote the following updates for the RFBAQ website, Fireline and Social Media: 

Date Website Fireline 
Social 
Media 

Title 

25/05/22 X  X Come see the RFBAQ FusionCruiser at FarmFest 

27/05/22 X  X Grants Approved - Irvinebank and Glasshouse Mountains 

31/05/22 X  X AU86 Major Prize Winner 

01/06/22 X  X 38 Signal Boosters for RFB Stations 

Plus countless re-posts on internal articles and images, and shares of external articles. 

 

Projects 

QFES Review. 

Fire Danger Rating signs. 

FusionCruiser. 

FLIR K1 co-funded grants. 

Innovation Platform. 

Bushfire Heavy Tanker. 

COVID-19 Response. 

New recruit talks. 

Signal Boosters 

 


